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RE:  Proposed Resource Management Plan and 
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Dear Mr. Rigtrub: 
 
 Consistent with our responsibilities and authorities under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, the Region 8 Office of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Proposed Resource Management Plan 
(RMP) and Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Kanab Field Office.     

 
BLM does not select Alternative C for the proposed Resource Management Plan (RMP) 

but has preferred a more balanced management prescription that would still place restrictions on 
surface-disturbing activities.  Alternative C contains management prescriptions that would result 
in the greatest land use restrictions on surface disturbances.  The FEIS has summarized a 
comparison between the impacts of Alternative C and the other RMP alternatives in Table 2-4.  
Alternative C would have closed 89,790 acres of non-WSA (Wilderness Study Areas) lands with 
wilderness characteristics to fluid mineral leasing.  The proposed RMP has placed moderate (TL) 
to major (NSO) constraints on 88% of the non-WSA acreage in order to manage the impacts 
from oil and gas leasing.  This includes protection of the relevant and important values in the 
Cottonwood Canyon ACEC.  EPA thinks that future leasing decisions carrying a no-surface 
occupancy constraint will adequately protect these values as long as no exceptions are authorized 
during the implementation period for this proposed RMP.  

  
USEPA predicts that even with these conservative management prescriptions, BLM will 

not likely be able to mitigate the cumulative effect on air quality from the intensity of mineral 
and energy production impacts.  Qualitative estimates of future annual air emissions, including 
percent differences in qualitative estimates of those emissions showing change over time, has not 
been helpful in understanding the impacts to air quality.  We remain skeptical about the 
projected emissions inventory for fugitive dust emissions and nitrogen oxides from coal mining.  
We expect increases in particulate matter emissions from the cumulative effects of private and 
federal coal mining in the Alton area during the planning period. 
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The potential environmental impacts associated with this Proposed RMP/FEIS are still of 
concern to us.  Our review of the FEIS identified several environmental impacts that have been 
mitigated but not avoided to fully protect the environment.  EPA continues to have concerns 
regarding the potential impacts to aquatic resources, water quality, air quality, special status 
species, soil erosion, recreational resources, and wildlife habitats. 

  
If you would like to discuss these comments, or any other issues related to our review of 

the Proposed RMP/FEIS, please contact James Hanley at 303-312-6725, or by email at 
hanley.james@epa.gov. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 
     /s/ 
     
     Larry Svoboda 
     Director, NEPA Program 
     Office of Ecosystems Protection and Remediation  
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